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MURRAY LOWER DARLING RIVERS INDIGENOUS NATIONS

and
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In respect of

a framework for the participation of the MURRAY LOWER DARLING RIVERS INDIGENOUS
NATIONS in the management of the natural resources of the Murray and Darling River valleys
below the Menindee Lakes Storage




MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

‘ MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING made the twenty third day of March 2006,
between

- MURRAY LOWER DARLING RIVERS INDIGENOUS NATIONS ("MLDRIN") _
for the Indigenous nations, represented by those whose names and S|gnatures appear in the
signature block at the end of this Memorandum;

and

MURRAY-DARLING BASIN COMMISSION (“fhe Commission™)
of 15 Moore Street, Canberra in the Australian Capital Territory,

and to be known as the Parties.

1 RECITALS - \ —
MLDRIN
1.1 MLDRIN is a confederation of traditional owner groups, each with responsibilities -

unique to their territory in the Murray and Darling River valleys and that are
recognised under traditional laws and customs as having a spiritual, cultural and
physical connection and respon3|b|l|ty for caring for homelands within their
traditional boundaries.

12 MLDRIN is formed for the purposes 01‘7 amongst bother things: .

1.2.1 exp’reseing to the Commission, State agencies and other bodies the views
and the perspectives of the Indigenous nations; and

1.2.2 ‘.providing for the involvement of the Indigenous hations-,

in respect of the management of natural resources in the Murray and Darling River
valleys.

1.3 MLDRIN carries out the purposes referred to in clause 1.2 by:

1.3.1 creating a forum for the Indigenous nations to express views in respect of
natural resource management;

1.3.2 providing a united base, which strives to ensure equity, access to, and
participation in the processes of natural resources management; and

133 coordinating the expression of views referred to in this clause.

‘The Commission

14 Thve Commission is an inter-governmental body set up under the Murray-Darling
Basin Agreement dated 24th June 1992. The pUrp'ose of the Murray-Darling Basin

i
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4.1

Agreement is to promote and coordinate effective planning and management for the

equitable, efficient and sustainable use. of the water land and other environmental -

resources of the Murray-Darling Basin.

The Murray-Darling Basin Ministerial Council through the Commission:

1.5.1 manages the waters of the River Murray and Darling River below the

"Menindee Lakes Storage;

1.5.2 advises on policies and programs for the management of the Murray-Darfing
Basin's environmental resources; and

1.5.3 oversees the |mplementat|on of policies and programs aimed to help achieve
sustainable environmental resource use.

DEFINITIONS

For the purposes of this Memorandum:

2.1.1 ‘Indigenous nations’ means the traditional owner groups who are Partres to

this Memorandum of Understanding referred to in Clause 1.1; and

2.1.2 ‘natural resources’ means the water, land and other environmental resources

. managed by the Commission as referred to in clauses 1.4 and 1.5,
consistent with the Murray—Darhng Basin Ministerial Council's Integrated
Catchment I\/Ianagement Policy as in force from time to time; and

2.1.3 ‘confederation’ means an alliance of tradrtlonal owner groups for a common

purpose; and

2.1.4 ‘cultural heritage’ means a place or object that is of significance to

Indigenous persons in accordance with their practices, observances,
customs, traditions, beliefs, folklore or history.

OTHER ARRANGEMENTS OR AGREEMENTS -

This Memorandum:

3.1.1‘ does not supersede or preclude other.arrangements or agreéments;rand

3.1.2 recognises the existence of the Murray Lower Dariing Rivers Indigenous
Nations Memorandum of Understanding with the New South Wales

Department of Land and Water Conservation dated 14" October 2001.

PURPOSE OF THIS MEMORANDUM

- The Parties wish fo:

4.1.1 recognise in a positive, respectful and cooperative fashion that their activities -

comprise- many shared interests and that their aspirations for natural
resource management m the Murray and Darling River valleys have many
shared goals; Co

4.1.2 estabiish a realistic framework for collaboration in the natural resource
management of the Murray and Darling River valleys;




4.1.3 develop a transparent process of dialogue with, and further promote the
. meaningful involvement and engagement of, the Indigenous nations in the
natural resource management of the Murray and Darling River valleys;

- 4.1.4 -ensure that the traditions of the lnjdigenous nations are incorporated into
natural resource management policy development and implementation; and

 4.1.5 create mechanisms and processes by which the purposes of this
Memorandum might be:achieved. .-

5 ESTABLISHMENT OF RELATIONSHIP
Nature of Relatlonshlp

5.1 The Parties agree that by this Memorandum of Understanding they establish a
~ cooperative relationship, to help ensure that the natural resources of the Murray
and Darling River valleys are managed in a manner which recognises and assures
that the ‘efficient and sustainable’ use of those resources carries benefits to the
!ndlgenous nations in relation to their cultural heritage, including without limitation,

their spiritual, social, customary and economic values for the use of land and water.

Acknowledgement of status of MLDRIN
52  The Parties acknowledge and agree that: -

5.2.1 Communication on the Indigenous nations’ views and perspectives on natural
resource management issues is best coordinated through MLDRIN, without
the exclusion of other interested Indtgenous groups; and :

- 5.2.2 traditional methods and processes are the most effectlve means of
communications with the Indlgenous hations and should be respected by all
Parties.

6 MECHANISMS TO PROMOTE OBJECTIVES
Representatives to work together .

6.1 The Parties agree that their representatives will work together in such manner as
they may agree, in order to exchange experience and information for the purpose of
advancing the cooperative arrangements referred to in clause 0. .

- The Commission’s responsibilities

6.2  The Commission shall use the process established in this Memdrandum és a model
for consultation about issues relevant to it in relation to its responsibilities under the
Murray-Darhng Basin Agreement 1992 by prowdlng

6. 2 1 a forum to enable the Indigenous nations to present and discuss issues in

« relation to natural resource management in the Murray and Darling River

valleys below the Menindee Lakes storage, with respect to the Commission's
activities;



6.2.2 to MLDRIN and the Indigenous nations appropriate resources agreed by
. both Parties to undertake the roles referred to in this Memorandum;

6.2.3 access to relevant information, expertise and data,vas agreed by both

Parties, that MLDRIN and the Indigenous nations may reasonably require

with respect to natural resource management in the Murray and Darling
River valleys below the Menindee Lakes ‘storage which, in content and
format, is useable by MLDRIN and the Indigenous nations for the purposes
of this Memorandum. .

MLDRIN’s responsibilities

6.3

~MLDRIN shall: -

6.3.1 promote the participation of the Indigenous nations .along the Murray and
Darling River valleys below the Menindee Lakes storage in the model
processes referred to in this Memorandum:;

6.3.2 facilitate cooperation and coordination between the Indigenous nations and
Government in achieving the obligations of the Commission and policy and
legal commitments of Governments and their agents in respect of the
protection of natural resources and cultural heritage; ' -

6.3.3 ‘promote issues of corhmon concern to the indigenous nations;
6.3.4 establish ‘processes for interaction between the Commission and the

Indigenous nations, which respect . traditional - methods/processes of
~ communication. ‘ . . v .

Development of General Frameworks and Processes

64

The Parties will develop agreed general frameworks and processes to enable each
of the Indigenous nations to reach understandings and agreements with the
Commission on all issues of common concern in order to facilitate the resourcing of
activities consistent with this Memorandum, including, but not limited to: '

6.4.1 representation', participation and engagement in the process'of natural
resource management; '

6.4.2 cultural heritage;
6.4.3 social and economic outcomes; and
6.4.4 - identifying and agreeing activities of mutual interest, incorporating:
- a) whét action is required;- |
b) what resourcing is required; -
¢) whatis to be delivered‘; and

d) how progress will be monitored, reviewed and evéluated.»




7

DISPUTE RESOLUTION
Notlf' cation
7.1 I a dispute arises between the Partles relatlng to this Memorandum, the party

claiming the dispute agrees to notify the other party to the dispute in a timely
manner giving details of the dispute.

Consultation

7.2

The parties to a dispute agree to Ljse' their best endeavours to resolve the dispute

through direct consultation and negotiation between each parties nominated
representattves :

Good faith

7.3 Each party to a dispute agrees that all consultation and negotiations are to be
conducted in good faith and in a respeciful, cooperative and timely manner in
accordance with the principles and framework specified in this Memorandum.

8 LIABILITY FOR LOSS OR DAMAGE -

8.1 No Party has an obligation or liability to the others under this Memorandum for foss
or. damage suffered as a result of parhcnpatlng in the processes and activities
described in this Memorandum.

9 TERM OF MEMORANDUM AND EFFECT

9.1" This Memorandum:

. 9 1. 1 may be amended at the request in wn’ung of any Party, with the agreement

in wrltlng of the other Parties;

9.1.2 " will be reviewed after a period of three years from the date of signing, and be
renewed subJect to agreement by both’ Partles,

9.1.3 is non-exclusive of any other association relationship or agreement which
any of the Parties may at any. time wish to enter and is not intended to and
does not create any legally binding obligations or enforceable rights;

9.1.4 is not intended to and does not affect any Iegal or political rights and
: interests of any Party to this Memorandum of Understanding; and

- 9.1.5 isnota treaty.




'Signed as a Memorandum of Understanding -
el

SIGNED for ahd on befialf ofthe MURRAY-

DARLING BASIN COMMISSION by: -

&7/ Z, A ’ Signature

,The nght Honourable lan Sinclair AC
President, Murray-Darling Basin
Commission

Witness

Name of Witness (Print)

SIGNED for and on behalf of o .
MURRAY LOWER DARLING RIVERS INDIGENOUS NATIONS
by the authorised representatives of the Indigenous nations, as follows:

SIGNED for and on behalf of the YORTA
YORTA YORTA PEOPLES:

%} | ﬂ%ﬁu | | Signatu;e
Jé\);gt /ma%/ fp/-&? c_x) Navm‘e(Prir‘lt)

Witness

SIGNED for and on behalf of the WIRADJURI
PEOPLES:

/4 W
L Z, fr 5A7)/ [ e-'“e:MAJJ Name(Prin’t)-

,fmmf{ f W@ﬁ Witﬁess

Signaturé

7?&/3( p /7&—"7’(” % Name of Witness (Print) -

Name of_Witness(Print) '



‘SIGNED for and on behalf of the BARAPA

BARAPA PEOPLES: : |
S W% snare

Name(Print)

. Witness

Name of Witness (Print)

SIGNED for and on behaif of the WAMBA

WAMBA PEOPLES: _
T (= a‘,_.———-——/‘L' ' ~Signature
Tracy  Hamilton Name(Print)

)

\é@a:w &L& ‘W-i‘tness |

|z o NQQ.\-\/-\ SJLP ~ AT Name of Witness (Print)

Signature

Name(Print) -

Witness

 Name of Witness (Print)

SIGNED for and on behalf of the MUTHI
MUTHI PEQPLES:

,7/ i | Signature
45’;9/7/5/ __ Name(PrinY
Witness

Name of Witness (Print)




SIGNED for and on behalf of the LATJI LATJI
PEOPLES:

#__KQ,% e{@mé,g, Slgnature

](ﬁil.f/{/ A /tQ/Q/fjJ/J/KM» Name(Prlnt)

A ¢ S A
_£ ; %VW | Witness
ST%/‘/EE \/ (4//[4/"/ K/‘? b/ {(/fE-Name of Witness (Print)

SIGNED for and on behalf of the WERAGAIA

y Signature

J | Name(Print)

T <
% Wéﬁ; s

© Name of Witness (Print)

SIGNED  for and on behalf of the
TAUNGURUNG PEOPLES '

' %@ """" | Signature
o / /(L///// : \_‘.Nam:e(:Print).
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_//

Witness

SIGNED for - and on behalf of the
NGARRINDJERI PEQOPLES: /

e
/ \7// o Name(Print)

‘Name of Witness (Print)

Signature

- Name of Witness (Print)




